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Khan to leave his guns to the care of a party in the rear and
to lead a charge against the opponents. This proved fatal
for Rustam eAli Khan's cause who charged in a headlong,
impetuous manner, regardless of consequences. In the thick
of the fight Pilaji deserted his ally, overturned the gun-carriages
of Rustam CA1I Khan and joined Hamid Khan. After a severe
struggle Rustam 'All Khan's forces were compelled to take
to flight. He himself was killed in the melee, or according to
some writers, stabbed himself to death in order to avoid the
humiliation of captivity. Hamid Quli and Ahmed Quli
Khan, sons of Shuja'at Khan, and many others were captured.
The Marathas looted the tents and baggage of the defeated
party to their hearts' content and plundered the country-
side in a most ruthless manner, burning and laying waste
wherever they went. They extorted money with every conceiv-
able violence and torture. Hamid Khan entered the city of
Ahmedabad with the help of his Maratha allies, and estab-
lished his absolute authority all over the province of Gujerat.
Being badly in need of money himself and unable to pay
the salaries of his soldiers, he oppressed people to extort money
from them. He confiscated the sum of eighty thousand rupees
cash which was found in possession of Sheikhu'l-Islam on
the excuse of his being a partisan of Rustam cAli Khan and
allowed him to proceed to Mecca for pilgrimage. He also
exacted large sums of money from the merchants of Surat
and other rich men of the province to meet the expenses of
his large army. Murlidhar Das, an inhabitant of Gujerat,
well-versed in accountancy was made Diwan and a robe of
honour was conferred on him.1
The rivalry between Pilaji and Kantaj! was responsible
for great confusion in Gujerat. The latter was an agent of
Raja Sahu while the former was merely an officer of the
Maratha commander-in-chief (senapati), Trimbak Rao
Dabhade. Their conflicting claims at Cambay led to a crisis
resulting in a struggle between the partisans of the two Maratha
leaders in which Pilaji was finally discomfited, and was
forced to retire to Mahtur, a village near Kaira. The claim
of Kantaji on the tribute of Cambay was thus unmistakably
established, and even the English factors were compelled to
1 Op. dt., p. 78.

